
Richard Woods, Georgia’s School Superintendent
“Educating Georgia’s Future”

gadoe.org

Georgia 
Legislative 

Update

Georgia Department 

Of Education

Garry McGiboney

http://www.gadoe.org/


Richard Woods, 
Georgia’s School Superintendent

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
gadoe.org

Richard Woods, Georgia’s School Superintendent
“Educating Georgia’s Future”

gadoe.org

Georgia General Assembly

153rd Georgia General Assembly

Type

Type Bicameral

Houses •Senate

•House of Representatives

History

Founded 1776

New session started January 8, 2018
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The voice of reason 
should not be 
legislated.

> Theodore Roosevelt <
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2017-2018 Georgia Legislative Session

• 1,573 bills introduced
• 2,989 resolutions introduced
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2017-2018 Georgia Legislative Session

• 1,573 bills introduced
• 2,989 resolutions introduced
• 572 bills passed both House and Senate
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2017-2018 Georgia Legislative Session

• 1,573 bills introduced
• 2,989 resolutions introduced
• 572 bills passed both House and Senate
• 542 bills signed by Governor Deal
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2017-2018 Georgia Legislative Session

• 1,573 bills introduced
• 2,989 resolutions introduced
• 572 bills passed both House and Senate
• 542 bills signed by Governor Deal
• 30 bills vetoed by Governor Deal
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2017-2018 Regular Session - HB 763

Education; student attendance protocol committees to school climate; 
expand safety provisions

Mar/29/2018 - House Vote #815 Yea (165) Nay (6) NV(7) Exc(2)
Mar/23/2018 - Senate Vote #686 Yea (50) Nay (0) NV(1) Exc(5)
Feb/15/2018 - House Vote #514 Yea (155) Nay (6) NV(9) Exc(10)
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State statute requires a 

School Climate Rating 

for each school

Official Code of Georgia 

Annotated 20-14-33

School Climate Rating

32
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The School Climate Star Rating is a 

diagnostic tool to determine if a school 

is on the right path to school 

improvement and it addresses many 

elements of school safety.

What is the School Climate Star Rating? 

Georgia School 
Climate 

Star Rating

33

http://www.gadoe.org/
http://www.gadoe.org/
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://hcafnews.com/&ei=v-cTVdutFsP1ggTL1oPoCQ&bvm=bv.89381419,d.cGU&psig=AFQjCNEKjteEH3ROLqYDzQ0MqrVXO1BkKw&ust=1427454265656036


Richard Woods, 
Georgia’s School Superintendent

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
gadoe.org

Richard Woods, Georgia’s School Superintendent
“Educating Georgia’s Future”

gadoe.org

School Climate Star Rating
Scale: 1 (unsatisfactory) – 5 (excellent)

25%: 

Student, 

Parent, & 

School Staff 

Survey

25%:

Student 

Discipline

Data
(discipline data & enrollment

= weighted OSS rate)

25%:

Survey & 

Discipline

Data
(ratio of drugs, 

alcohol, bullying,

& dangerous

incidents)

25%:

Student &  

Staff

Attendance

Data
(student, staff, &

teachers)
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Georgia Student Health Survey
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(1.3 million students)
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“Schools have adopted a variety of approaches to 

improve school climate in an effort to reduce 

student discipline problems and increase school 

safety.”

-Quality Counts

Quality Counts

38
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School Climate is the experience of school life and 

reflects norms, goals, values, social interactions, 

access, engagement, connections, teaching and 

learning practices, building quality, safety, and 

organizational practices.

-National School Climate Center

39
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6/27/201840

Key Components of School Climate

Safety: the physical and emotional safety of students 

and the rules and procedures in place to ensure student 

safety

Relationships: social support from staff and between 

and among students

Teaching and Learning: a positive and professional 

student-staff relationship

Institutional Environment: the physical 

environment of the school/facility is welcoming, 

clean, well-kept, and safe 

40
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Research indicates that a 

positive school climate is 

critical to overall school 

safety (RAND Corporation; 

M. C. Wang, Haertel, and 

Walberg)

“School climate is the only

school characteristic that 

consistently correlates with 

school violence after taking 

into account other school 

features.”  

RAND Corporation 

41

http://www.gadoe.org/


Richard Woods, 
Georgia’s School Superintendent

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
gadoe.org

Richard Woods, Georgia’s School Superintendent
“Educating Georgia’s Future”

gadoe.org

“The majority of schools that recognize the need to 

improve school climate are using school-wide 

behavioral-management strategies, such as Positive 

Behavioral Interventions and Supports (PBIS).”

Quality Counts

-Quality Counts

42
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Schools Trained: Georgia is now 

among the Top 5 among ALL

states in the number of schools 

trained in School-wide PBIS
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School PBIS Teams 

Trained 2009-2017

2009 = 80 schools

2017 = 1,117 schools in 93 school districts

Schools Trained: Georgia is now 

among the Top 5 among ALL

states in the number of schools 

trained in School-wide PBIS

670,000 students in PBIS schools, 

an increase of 400,000 since 2015
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34% Reduction of OSS
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20+% Increase
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Students’ unmet mental health needs 

can be a significant obstacle to 

student academic, career and 

social/emotional development and 

can compromise school safety 
(Froeschle and Meyers)
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Mental illness is one of the top five                          

health conditions for children in the                            

United States.
(Zupp)                                  

26% of children in the United States                                 

will witness or experience a traumatic event before they 

turn age four. 
(National Center for Mental Health Promotion and Youth Violence Prevention)
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Schools are often one of the 

first places where mental 

health crises and mental 

health needs of students are 

recognized and initially 

addressed.
(Froeschle and Meyers)

If not addressed, the 

student’s mental health 

deteriorates. 
(Froeschle and Meyers)
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What is and can be done 

to address children’s 

mental health?

Prevention and 

Intervention
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• PBIS (RESAs, Georgia Appleseed)

• Mental Health Awareness Training ( NAMI and Mental Health 

America: two-tiered training)

• APEX Project (GaDBHDD)

• Suicide Prevention (GaDOE, NAMI, MHA, BHDD, DPH, GBI, Mercer 

U., GSU, American Academy of Pediatrics, SPAN-GA, Behavioral Health 

Link, Willowbrooke, Amerigroup)

• Trauma-Informed Schools (Child Welfare Training Consortium –

state agencies, advocates, NGOs, and local initiatives like HC-WATCH)

• 2nd Step Violence Prevention (State DFCS grants)

Addressing Prevention and Intervention
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FY 2019 State Budget

24.20.3 Provide funds for student mental health awareness 

training as a component of school climate and safety. 

24.20.4 Promote student, parent, and public awareness of the 

mental health Crisis Access Line through mobile application 

(in addition to phone lines), and utilizing Positive Behavioral 

Interventions and Supports (PBIS) program and mental health 

awareness training. 

63
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Monitored 24/7 by the Georgia Department of Education and 

the Georgia Department of Public Safety
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April 25, 2018

ATLANTA—Gov. Nathan Deal announced the launch of 

See Something, Send Something, a smartphone app that 

directs citizen concerns to local law enforcement.       

See Something, Send Something operates statewide and 

nationwide, allowing citizens to report suspicious 

activity and concerns about safety and security.
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Georgia Department of Education 
School Safety Resources

• Crisis Management and 
Prevention in Georgia Public 
Schools

• Guide for Developing High-
Quality School Emergency 
Operations Plans

• School Safety Checklist

• School Safety Hotline

• Responding to a School Crisis

• Trauma's Impact on Children 
Exposed to Violence

• School Emergency 
Management Tool Box

• Bullying Prevention Toolkit

• Anti-Cyberbullying Toolkit

• Suicide Prevention Resources

• Human Trafficking 
Prevention/Intervention 
Toolkit

• Complex Trauma - Resource 
Guide for Youth
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Prevention/Mitigation is the action schools take to 

prevent a threatened or actual incident from occurring 

or reducing the likelihood that an incident will happen. 

Preparedness focuses on ongoing actions that protect 

students, teachers, staff, visitors, networks, and 

property from a threat or hazard. 

Response is the capability necessary to stabilize a 

crisis once it has already happened or is certain to 

happen in an unpreventable way; establish a safe and 

secure environment; save lives and property; and 

facilitate the transition to recovery. 

Recovery the capability necessary to assist schools 

affected by a crisis in restoring the learning 

environment. 

Crisis Management and Prevention in Georgia 

Public Schools

69
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Crisis Management and Prevention in Georgia 

Public Schools
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Crisis Management and Prevention in Georgia 

Public Schools
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6/27/2018 78

• GEMA with the GaDOE will host a statewide conference call to 

all local school systems to talk about a safety assessment at every 

public school in the state, which GEMA will conduct using 

Critical Infrastructure assets with assistance from the GaDOE.

• GEMA school safety assessment is called a "site survey" which 

has 230 items.

• GEMA will make Safe School Plan recommendations.
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FY 19 State Budget

Section 50: Georgia General Obligation Funds - New Bonds

50.2.3.9 [Bond # 9] 

$16,000,000 in 5-year bonds for school facility safety grants
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Office of Insurance and Safety Fire Commissioner will add 
“School Safety Plan Drills” to the online reporting system.
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more.
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2017-2018 Regular Session - HB 673

Motor vehicles; prohibit actions which distract a driver while 
operating a motor vehicle; provisions

Apr/06/2018 - House Sent to Governor
Mar/29/2018 - House Agreed Senate Amend or Sub
Mar/29/2018 - Senate Agreed House Amend or Sub As Amended
Mar/29/2018 - House Agreed Senate Amend or Sub As Amended
Mar/27/2018 - Senate Passed/Adopted By Substitute
Mar/27/2018 - Senate Third Read
Mar/23/2018 - Senate Read Second Time
Mar/23/2018 - Senate Committee Favorably Reported By Substitute
Mar/01/2018 - Senate Read and Referred
Feb/28/2018 - House Passed/Adopted By Substitute
Feb/28/2018 - House Third Readers
Feb/22/2018 - House Committee Favorably Reported By Substitute
Jan/18/2018 - House Second Readers
Jan/11/2018 - House First Readers
Jan/10/2018 - House Hopper
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Mar/29/2018 - House Vote #883 Yea(144) Nay (18) NV(15)Exc(3)

Mar/29/2018 - Senate Vote #808 Yea(52) Nay (1) NV(2)Exc(1)

Mar/29/2018 - House Vote #823 Yea(147) Nay (23) NV(6)Exc(4)

Mar/27/2018 - Senate Vote #741 Yea(55) Nay (0) NV(0)Exc(1)

Mar/27/2018 - Senate Vote #740 Yea(19) Nay (32) NV(4)Exc(1)

Feb/28/2018 - House Vote #650 Yea(151) Nay (20) NV(4)Exc(5)

Feb/28/2018 - House Vote #649 Yea(36) Nay (136) NV(2)Exc(6)

2017-2018 Regular Session - HB 673

Motor vehicles; prohibit actions which distract a driver while 
operating a motor vehicle; provisions
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2017-2018 HB 978 Traffic enforcement safety devices in school zones
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2017-2018 Regular Session - HR 1414

House Study Committee on School Security

2017-2018 Regular Session - SR 935

Senate School Safety Study Committee
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Recommendations

113

• Ensure that current funding continues and enhance funding to allow school 

systems and communities to identify and address the physical and mental 

health needs of all children:

o Expand PBIS to focus on the importance of school climate and the link to 

school safety

o Expand APEX to provide mental health evaluations and interventions for 

students in distress

o Expand mental health awareness training for educators, SROs, parents, 

volunteers, and communities

o Expand suicide prevention training for educators, SROs, parents, 

volunteers, and communities 

o Expand trauma-informed training for schools (e.g. Haralson County 

School System WATCH/Handle with Care program) 

o Expand drug education to confront the opioid crisis

o Expand 2nd Step Violence Prevention program (in conjunction with PBIS)
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• Expand bond funding and/or provide grants or other funding to allow local 

school systems to enhance safety:

o Renovate all main entrances to secure and control access into the school 

(e.g., safety vestibule/double entry door system) 

o Renovate and ensure that all exterior doors can be locked from the inside 

and integrated into the school’s alarm system in the event an attempt is 

made to pry open the door or a door is left ajar for a brief period of time 

o Renovate to equip all classrooms with doors that can be locked from the 

inside by the classroom teacher 

o Renovate to equip all classrooms with duress/panic button that signals the 

school front office, SRO, and alerts 9-1-1

o Renovate to equip main office and administration areas with duress/panic 

buttons that signals the SRO and alerts 9-1-1

o Employee ID system with high visibility features and employee 

photograph
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• Expand bond funding and/or provide grants or other funding to allow local 

school systems to enhance safety:

o Visitor ID system that provides Temporary Visitor ID badge, picture, and 

records the name, time, and date of the visit

o New or updated surveillance (camera) systems that include mobile 

surveillance which allows off-site monitor for prevention, intervention, and 

law enforcement response

o Communication systems that intersect school system and law enforcement 

communications

o Card Access Systems that can be programmed for certain areas of the 

school, activated at certain times, and for certain events

o School safety architectural experts review all architectural plans for new 

schools and renovations using Crime Prevention through Environmental 

Design (CPTED) standards
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• Expand bond funding and/or provide grants or other funding to allow local 

school systems to enhance safety:

o Require schools to record/document practice of Safe School Plan

o Add flexibility to ESPLOST to allow at least 10 percent for school safety 

equipment and/or personnel

o Provide funding that provides a school safety expert at each of the 16 

RESAs to (1) conduct continuous on-site school safety assessments; (2) 

assist schools in the development, review, and practice of safe school plans; 

(3) coordinate school safety training for school personnel, including Active 

Shooter training; (4) work with local emergency management and law 

enforcement to coordinate cross training, school safety planning, and crisis 

response and recovery; (5) work with the school climate specialists to 

ensure safe climates in schools
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Additional recommendations:

o Coordinate a combined effort of the Georgia Emergency Management 

Agency/Homeland Security, Georgia Department of Education, Georgia 

Department of Public Safety, and local law enforcement to offer an on-site 

walkthrough school safety assessment for every public school in Georgia 

based on best school safety practices and experiences

o Expedite “Stop-the-Bleed” training to all schools (responding to individual 

or multiple injuries through training, equipment, and supplies)

o Assist school systems in developing school-community partnerships to 

enhance safety measures for students beyond school property (e.g., 

Neighborhood Watch programs)

o Consider the presence of school resource officers, local police, and/or 

security guards as intervention and response and require training in children 

and adolescent mental health and communications

http://www.gadoe.org/
http://www.gadoe.org/


Richard Woods, 
Georgia’s School Superintendent

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
gadoe.org

Richard Woods, Georgia’s School Superintendent
“Educating Georgia’s Future”

gadoe.org

Recommendations
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Additional recommendations:

o Explore the availability and credibility of school safety alert systems that 

combine technology along with trained professionals to reveal threats to 

schools in emails, documents, shared files, images, photos and more

o Utilize the newly formed Governor’s School Leadership Academy (2017 –

HB 338) to train school principals on school climate/safety and crisis 

response principles and practices
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